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The Florida Department of Revenue 
administers over 30 taxes and fees, including:
• Sales and use tax

• Reemployment tax 

• Communications services tax

• Corporate income tax

This presentation focuses on sales and use tax, emphasizing 
school boards and related entities.
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What we will cover:
• Sales and use tax

• Discretionary sales surtax 

• Taxable sales

• Exempt sales

• Educational institutions/nonprofit organizations: Parent-teacher 
associations/organizations (PTA/PTO)

• Registration and filing requirements 
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Sales Tax  
Tax due is based on the total sales price. 
(Florida’s general tax rate is 6%.)

• Includes all charges to complete the transaction.

• Sales occur when delivery is made and consideration is given.

When is tax collected?
• Tangible personal property (TPP)

• Transient or commercial rentals

• Admissions



DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Florida

Use Tax 
Liability occurs when:

• Items are purchased tax exempt for resale and 
subsequently used 

• The seller failed to collect Florida sales tax
• The tax paid was less than the tax due

The use tax due is based on the cost price. 
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Discretionary Sales Surtax (DSS)
• Local-option, county-imposed tax in addition to the 6% state 

sales tax

• Surtax rate is based on where the item is delivered - Tangible 
Personal Property (TPP)

• Discretionary Sales Surtax Information for Calendar Year (Form 
DR-15DSS) – rates vary from 0.5% to 1.5% per county.
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Transactions Subject to Sales Tax
• Sales of TPP (including vending/concession sales)

• Transient rentals 

• Charges for parking

• Commercial rentals (including vending commissions) 

• Admissions 
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Sales of TPP
Property that can be seen, measured, weighed, and touched

Taxable examples:

• Vending machine sales in teacher’s lounges or gymnasiums
• Items sold for fundraising purposes

Exempt examples:
• Food that is part of school lunch or vending in a student dining 

area
• Textbooks, yearbooks, and school publications
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Vending Machine Sales
Gross receipts generated from vending machine sales are taxable:

• The sale of TPP
• Receipts are exempt if machines are placed in a student dining area or if 

tax is paid to suppliers.
• Receipts are taxable if machines are placed outside a student dining area 

and no tax is paid to suppliers.

Commissions received from vending machine operators are taxable as:
• License to use real property
• Current tax rate 2%
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Concession Sales

• Taxable sales
o Tax not separately stated – division method 
o Tax separately stated – multiplication method

[Taxable sale] x [Tax rate (including DSS)]  = Tax due

Tax rate for Osceola County = 7.50% (state 6% + DSS 1.5%) 

• Exempt sales – when tax is paid to suppliers
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Concession Sales
If tax is not separately stated, it is calculated by dividing the total receipts by 
the appropriate tax rate divisor to arrive at the gross sales. The difference 
between the total receipts and gross sales is the tax due. 
Example: Based on 7.5% total sales tax rate (Osceola County)

Total 
Receipts

Concession 
Stand Effective 

Tax Rate

Gross
Sales

Sales Tax and 
Surtax Due

$100.00 1.0795 $92.64 $7.36
The concession stand is operated in county imposing a 1.50% surtax.  

Reference: Sales and Use Tax on Concession Sales (GT-800003) 
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Transient rentals, parking, and 
commercial rental

Transient rentals (hotels, motels, campgrounds, etc.)
• Charges for parking

s. 212.031, F.S.
• Commercial rentals rate is 2%
• Schools must register as a dealer and collect sales tax 

when leasing commercial property to others.
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Admissions 
What is an admission? 

Examples of exempt admissions – if events are sponsored by:

• Schools, The Department of Children and Families, 
and correctional institutions if only student, faculty, 
or inmate talent is used

• Internal Revenue Code s. 501(c)(3) organizations

• Governmental and sports authority and student or 
faculty talent is not exclusively used
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PTA/PTO/School Support Organizations
Purchase items for resale: 

Option A:
• Pay sales tax to suppliers in lieu of collecting sales 

tax
Option B:

• Register as a dealer
• Extend Annual Resale Certificate for Sales Tax (Form 

DR-13) to vendors for items for resale
• Collect and remit sales tax to the Department 
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Florida Annual Resale Certificate (Form DR-13)
• Form DR-13 is used to make tax-exempt purchases for resale. 

• A new certificate is issued each year for active businesses.
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PTA/PTO/School Support Organization 
Section 212.0821(1), F.S., allows school districts to purchase 
necessary goods and services requested by parent-teacher 
organizations. 

Uses the Consumer’s Certificate of Exemption (Form DR-14)
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Consumer’s Certificate of Exemption (Form DR-14)
• State and local governments 

• Qualifying nonprofit organizations 
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How to register

floridarevenue.com
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Certificate of Registration for Sales and Use Tax (Form DR-11)
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Filing Frequency Limits
Sales Tax Collected 

During State Fiscal Year
Return and Payment
Filing Requirement

$100 or less Annual

$101 - $500 Semiannual

$501 - $1,000 Quarterly

More than $1,000 Monthly

Filing Requirements
• A tax return must be filed for each collection period, even if no 

tax is due.
• Most new businesses are initially set up to file quarterly.
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How to file electronically

floridarevenue.com

http://www.floridarevenue.com/


Taxpayer 
Education

floridarevenue.com



Tutorials – Tips for 
Success

floridarevenue.com



How to eFile and
ePay 

Sales and Use Tax 
(Form DR-15)

Tutorial

floridarevenue.com



DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
Florida

What we covered:
• Sales and use tax

• Discretionary sales surtax 

• Taxable sales

• Exempt sales

• Educational institutions/nonprofit organizations: Parent-
teacher associations/organizations

• Registration and filing requirements 
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For more information: 
• Visit floridarevenue.com

• Call (850) 488-6800 

• Find us on social media
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